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Dear Sirs, 

Subject: Technical Conservation Framework Regulation for Fisheries  

The European Association of Fish Producers Organisations (EAPO) has consolidated the 
contributions and the monitoring by its members of the process towards a new regulation on 
‘the conservation of fishery resources and the protection of marine ecosystems through 
technical measures’. We understand that is still an objective to finalize the trialogue 
discussions in June 2018. Therefore we consider it high time to re-emphasize the importance 
of a workable technical framework to achieve the Common Fisheries Policy goal of 
maintaining sustainable EU fisheries and to inform you of recent findings when following the 
process. 

EAPO acknowledges that Regulation 850/98 has not provided the basis for an effective set 
of conservation rules and has proven to be unworkably rigid and inflexible. We appreciate 
that in its proposal COM (2016) 134 final, the European Commission has simplified the 
existing and complex array of prescriptive rules and regulations. It would replace them with a 
much simplified, consolidated and more results oriented approach and, crucially, one that 
supports the implementation of the Common Fisheries Policy. With the proposed approach, 
we expected that many changes to the technical rules would be articulated through regional 
recommendations, to which we hoped the Fish Producers Organisations could contribute. As 
such, we anticipated that the proposed approach would result in much more adaptable and 
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flexible technical measures, tailored to regional specificities and particular conditions in local 
fisheries. 

For these reasons, EAPO has welcomed the scope for responsive, adaptive management 
through regionalised policy formulation in the Commission’s proposal, avoiding the need for 
co-decision on many detailed technical rules. Overall, this proposal would be highly 
acceptable if mesh size baselines corresponding to those that are currently used by 
European fleets would have been included and if the targets for minimisation of unwanted 
catches would also be kept open for regional decisions. 

During the ongoing process, it has become apparent that amendments suggested by both 
co-legislators significantly undermine the workable approach in the Commission's proposal 
instead of improving it. EAPO has the view that there should be a possibility to keep existing 
derogations resulting from a regional approach and agreed with the stakeholders. An 
example of such derogations are the rules for the gadoid fisheries in the Celtic Sea and the 
English Channel. 

EAPO is also concerned about the re-introduction of complex elements by the co-legislators, 
such as catch composition rules, which are better left to a regional or even local 
management level. In our view many amendments can lead to inability of the fishermen to 
participate in addressing the core elements of the Common Fisheries Policy and in reaching 
the objectives. 

Furthermore, we have been informed that in the trialogue process the Commission now 
introduced a compromise proposal on targets. EAPO members have looked into the 
available documentation of the proposed Selectivity Performance Indicators principle with the 
Optimal Exploitations Pattern. It was found that this a innovative theory which, however, is 
not sufficiently developed to put into practice. There are not enough data to prepare the 
necessary analysis and therefore it is not expected that this principle will be fully understood 
by the decision makers, when a decision is rushed. 

Taking all this into account EAPO therefore recommends the participants in the trialogue to 
return to the spirit of the Commission’s original proposal COM (2016) 134 final, adding the 
possibility to retain the mesh size baselines that are currently used and opening the targets 
for minimisation of unwanted catches to a regional approach. EAPO is convinced that as 
such a longstanding basic framework for technical measures in European fisheries will be 
obtained. This legislation, once adopted, should be in place for a considerable amount of 
time and at a same time be flexible to address the consequences of ever changing 
circumstances in the fisheries business. We would highly appreciate if constructive work can 
be done during the trialogue to retain the principles of simplicity and to find a positive 
outcome for such an important piece of legislation. It is EAPO’s view that it is vital to ensure 
that the new framework regulation is fit for purpose and addresses the current identified 
shortcomings. 
 

Yours sincerely, 

 

 
 
 
 
Pim Visser 
EAPO President 


