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EAPO15-07bis              Zeebrugge, 29 January 2015 
 
 
Dear Madam, dear Sir, 
 
Subject: Preparation of the revision of EU regulation 1220/2012 of 3 December 2012 on 
trade related measures to guarantee the supply of certain fishery products to Union 
processors from 2013 to 2015. 
 
Thank you for the letter and questionnaire of 15 December 2014 with ref. 
Ares(2014)4204230. Before going into the answers to the questions EAPO also wishes to 
provide the following general comment on the subject. 
 
EAPO is concerned that the ATQ regulation does not reflect the full scale of tariff free fish 
and fishery products imported into the EU through third countries trade agreements. We 
hope this issue will be fully addressed in the Consultant’s report which we understand is to 
be completed this month. 
 
We find that EU producers and processors should strive together to convince EU consumers 
to purchase more EU fishery products. Generally we are not opposed to a tariff free 
environment in principle but to achieve this a level playing field for all producers both EU and 
third country which does not now exist is a prerequisite. 
 
Questionnaire and answers from EAPO 
 
1) Which products should be added (and with which volume) / removed to / from the 
regulation 1220/2012? For the current products, should the volumes be 
increased/decreased? This should take into account the current different trade regimes 
and the availability of fish species on the EU market. Details of the processing made 
in the EU and the description of the final product made available for consumption 
should also be explained to the extent possible. 
 
EAPO finds that no products should be added to the new regulation compared with 
1220/2012 and an overall decrease is required for the current products. Below we list some 
examples which according to EAPO should not be in the revision of regulation 1220/2012 or 
the volumes should at least be decreased. 
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• Cod: to be reviewed based on improved fishing opportunities for EU producers. 
• Hake: TAC has increased by 65% and marketing opportunities for EU producers 

should not be hampered by alternatives. 
• Herring: EAPO asks to reduce the quantity in the trade related measures in order to 

focus on the EU production particularly due to significant drop in price mainly caused 
by the Russian sanction measures. 

• Flatfish: plaice stock in the North Sea for instance is categorized to be in best state 
ever. TAC increases are restricted to take into account the risk of overproduction. 
Tariff free imports of substitute products for this and other flatfish species are 
therefore counterproductive to the EU objectives. 

• Alaskan Pollock, Pangasius and Tilapia are frequently substitutes for a range of 
sustainably fished species used for processing and a major cause of concern for EU 
producers. 

 
2) In case your interest concerns semi-processed products, please provide the reasons, the 
details of the processing made in the EU and the description of the final product made 
available for consumption. 
 
Referring to our answer to question 1 above EAPO would also advocate a reduction of semi-
processed herring. Furthermore there is the fact that the ATQ for flatfish is to supply 
processing with raw product. However imports are semi processed products (fillets) and the 
only EU processing that occurs is putting these fillets in a cardboard package. 
 
3) Could the modelling of the autonomous tariff quotas have a positive impact on the EU 
producers? If yes, how? If no, why? 
 
Generally EAPO is not in favour of trade related measures to guarantee supply and finds that  
production planning can cover quite a bit more than currently is the case. However we also 
find it worthwhile to look at the macro-impact to eventually define the picture of the ATQs 
model. 
 
4) Do you have experienced difficulties in the implementation of the regulation 
1220/2012? 
 
Taking into account the EAPO answers to the preceding questions it is noticed that art. 3 of 
regulation 1220/2012 has not lead to any increase of ATQ by 20%. As this has not been 
utilized there is no need to prolong this measure and keep the contents in the revision of 
1220/2012. 
 
 
Yours Sincerely, 

 
Pim Visser 
President. 

 
 
 
 

CC: DG MARE : Christian Rambaud, Barbara Focquet.  


