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Dear Ms. Szabó,

Subject: EAPO response to Committee of the Regions MSFD position paper
EAPO, the association of fisheries producer organisations in the European Union would like
to take this opportunity to express its views on the draft opinion of The Committee of the
Regions (CoR)regarding the implementation of the MSFD. EAPO is pleased to note that the
CoR values the importance of fisheries for coastal communities throughout Europe, both
economically and culturally. Furthermore, EAPO shares some concerns voiced by the CoR
and would like to support calls for greater cross-border regional cooperation and for close
cooperation between governments and stakeholders in the development and implementation
of measures.
However, EAPO regrets to note that the draft opinion appears to press for stringent
interpretation of rules and regulations at the cost of diligence towards parties affected in
terms of proportionality, cost-effectiveness, and feasibility of measures. For example, the
draft opinion calls for principles such as the precautionary principle to take precedence in all
cases. EAPO would like to emphasise that proportionality, cost-effectiveness and feasibility
are essential elements, which are required by the MSFD itself, and the appropriate
consideration of these points is essential for the continued support and successful
involvement of stakeholders. EAPO would also like to stress that any measures proposed
should be based on clearly defined goals. Point 24 appears to bypass this starting point. In
addition, points 23 and 27 appear to advocate the implementation of MPA’s without regard
for the implications of the resulting displacement of effort and without duly considering
whether alternative measures might be more appropriate to reach the environmental goals.

In conclusion, EAPO would like to request that the draft opinion incorporates the concerns
voiced above, that due consideration of the potential consequences for the fishing industry
and the associated coastal communities be part and parcel of the development and
implementation of any new measures, and that the draft opinion emphasises the importance
of stakeholder involvement at all phases of design and implementation.

Yours Sincerely,

Pim Visser
President.

